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CHINA TO SIGN SOON.
Russian Official's Views Regarding

the Manohurian Agreement.

NEGOTIATIONS STILL COMTIJE

Russia is Not Disposed to Modify
Her Demands.

REGARDSTHEM ASMODERATE

ST. PETERSBURG, March 27.-The cor-

respondent of the Associated Press is in-
formed on competent authority that the
Russo-Chinese agreement will probably be
signed shortly. However, the negotiations
continue, and the result is not yet certain.
While it is possible the details will be
slightly modified, the arrangements will be
substantially as demanded. According to
the Russian point of view, an abatement
of what are here regarded as moderate de-
mands would be inconsistent with Russian
interests, and would not sufficiently safe-
guard the frontier and railroad.
The draft of the agreement now being

discussed does not mention and does not
affect Mongolia or Turkestan. It concerns
Manchuria exclusively. Mongolia or Tur-
kestan have never been Included in the
formal draft, but they formed a subject,
with Manchuria, of an exchange of ideas
preliminary to formal negotiations. The
agreement will be designed for the protec-
tion of existing interests and rights, and
not for the acquisition of new things.

Russia Seeking Guarantees.
It is diplomatically admitted that Russia

is seeking certain guarantees for future se-

curity, and it is positively certain that no

powers have protested, even Japan refrain-
ing from this attempt to Interfere between
two other governments. However, the Jap-
anese minister discussed this and other
phases of the Chinese question with the
foreign office.
The statement of the Japanese foreign

minister that Japan will necessarily de-
mand compensation if the agreement Is
signed. has not made e decisive impres-
sion, for, as the authority of the corres-

pondent of the Associated Press says,
promises or threats and their performance
are often quite different. Russia does not
object to the principle of Count vorl Bue-
low (the German imperial chancellor), that
the agreement will not diminish substan-
tially China's ability to pay the indemnity
since the arrangement does not affect the
existing commercial rights of other na-
tions in Manchuria. China will continue
cellecting customs dues in Manchuria.

Time for Signing Has Expired.
PEKIN, March 27.-The Chinese had not

signed the Manchurl'in agreement last
night when the time expired.
The ministers of the rowers do not con-

sider the murder of Rev. J. F. Stonehouse
of the London Missionary Society, who
was killed by Chinese brigands, fourteen
miles east of Tien Tsin recently, affects
the Chinese situation politically.
They are perfectly aware that the coun-

try around Shi-Nan is infested with rob-
bers, who are, naturally, hostile to foreign-
era and would take such an opportunity, as
in the present case, to kill one. Mr. Rock-
hill, the special commissioner of the
United States, says he does not consider
it safe for people to travel alone in the
country districts. and guards cannot be
sup plied to the missionaries. Consequently
those going into the country take consid-
erable risk. The district in which the mur-
der was committed Is policed by foreign
troops. Therefore. China Is not officially
responsible. The foreign troops practically
gutted Shi-Nan of everything worth taking
and the people there are indignant against
all foreigners. The missionaries attribute
the murder to the leniency of the powers
toward China, which makes them seem to
be afraid.
The ministers have many different views

on the indemnity question, which may re-
sult in considerable delay in the negotia-
tions on that subject.

imperial Edict Against Signing.
LONDON, March 27.-The officials of the

Japanese embassy confirm the report that
an imperial decree has been issued by the
court at Stan-Fu. through Liu Kun Yi, the
Viceroy of Nankin, ordering that the Man-
churian convention should not be signed
March 26 the date fixed by Russia. An
intimation of this decree has been tele-
giaphed to the various governments con-
cerned.

ENGLAND ENTERS PROTEST.

Objects to China Making Treaty Dur-
ing the Present Tronbies.

The British government has made a pro-
test agaist China's making a convention
with any power touching territorial or
financial affairs until the present troubles
'in China are settled. The fact of the Brit-
ish protest was made known here for the
first time today by a dispatch from one
of the foreign offices of Europe. It states
that the protest was made through Sir
Ernest Satowe, the British minister at
Pekin. It does not state when the repre-
sentations were madle, but from the fact
that the dispatch was received In Wash-
ington today It is taken that the protest
has been made within the last day or two.
Although the Russian agreement is not spe-
clifcally referred to. it is clear that the
British protest against the convention
with any power touching territorial or
financial affairs is directed against the
Russian agreement.
The language of the protest appears to

be very much like that of Secretary Hay
in the American protest. The effect of the
British action Is to place the United States.
Japan and Great Britain in formal opposi-
tion to the signing of a separate conven-
tion with any power pending the settle-
ment of the Chinese troubles.
The course of Great Britain is the more

significant from the fact that that govern-
ment and Germany have a written alliance
relating to Chinese affairs.
Why Treaty Hans NIot Been Signed.
The concurrence of these protests prob-

ably explaIns why the Mianchurian agree-
meut has not been signed. There was no
official information received here today, at
the State Depar'ment or at any of the for-
eign establishments, as to whether the
agreement had been signed or rejected.
The press dispatch indicating that one of
the Chinese viceroys had declared that the
agreement would not be signed was re-
eived with evident satisfaction in those
quarters where opposition to the Russian
3nove has been most emphatic.
There was something of a stir in diplo-

natic quarters over the report, coming
from government sources, that the United
States was considering the advisability of
addressing Russia directly on the subject.
H~eretofore the American objections to the
3Eanchurian agreement have been address-
ed to China, she being urged not to sign

un agreement of this character. Copieswrere furnished the Ruiaa= authorities,One yet the protest in form habeen to
thina a n to Russia. Bev t hgoreign representatives advised their goy-
ern-me~ts that this step was contempantedby the United States, but there is no of-
eci Intermanns available a to how bar

INTERPRETING THE LAW

RULINGS BY THE COMMISSIONER OF

INTERNAL REVENUE.

Legacy for Literary, Charitable or

Educational Uses Exempt From Tax

-"Baeket Shep" Transactions.

The commissioner of internal revenue
has held that a legacy for literary, chari-
table or educational uses on which tax
has not been paid prior to March 1, 1901,
is exempt from tax. This decision was
made in the case of a legacy to the Phila-
delphia School of Design for Women.
The commissioner has also accepted the

ruling of the United States circuit court of
appeals for the ninth circuit, to the effect
that "goods are offered for sale" at the
place where they are kept for sale and
where a sale may be effected. They are
not offered for sale elsewhere by sending
abroad an agent with samples or by es-

tablishing an office for the purpose of tak-
ing orders.

Transactions in Stoeks.
The commissioner has promulgated the

recent decision of the United States cir-
cuit court of appeals, third circuit, which
held ,that no stamp tax accrues on a pre-
sumptive resale of stock where bucket
shop transactions are settled by payment
of differences. This decision will be fol-
lowed by the Internal revenue officers in
disposing of all similar questions.
The commissioner also has held that

there is nothing in paragraph 3 of schedule
A, act of March 2, 1901, which implies
that a purchase or sale of stocks must be
presumed and a written memorandum de-
livered when a transaction Is closed or ter-
minated. On the other hand, the act pre-
supposes that transactions are closed with-
out such memorandum of purchase or sale,
because they are made with the intent that
they may be closed, adjusted or settled
according to or with reference to the pub-
lic market quotations of prices, or with
the intent that they shall be deemed.closed
or terminated when the public market quo-
tations shall reach a certain figure. It is
only original transactions, either by pre-
tended purchase or sale, that require writ-
ten stamped memorandum to be delivered
to the other party Under said paragraph.
He also decides that the provision in re-
gard to keeping books in paragraph 3 ap-
plies to all persons who do any such 3usl-
ness as is described in said paragraph,
whether such persons are also engaged in
business other than that of a bucket shop
or not.

Tax on Tobacco and Cigars.
The commissioner has issued rules and

regulations concerning taxes on tobacco,
cigars and cigarettes and relating to re-
bate of taxes on tobacco, snuff and cigars
held by manufacturers and dealers on the
1st day of July under the act of March 2,
1901. A new series of internal revenue
stamps will be prepared and issued for the
payment of taxes on cigars and small
cigarettes at the new rates. These stamps
will not be sold or delivered to manufac-
turers or importers of cigars prior to
July 1.

0p
DOES NOT INTEND TO RESIGN.

The Postmaster General, at No Time,
Has Had Such a Purpose.

Mr. Charles Emory Smith, Postmaster
General, said to a reporter for The Star to-
day that it is not his intention to resign.
There was called to the notice of Mr.
Smith a number of articles which have re-

cently appeared in various newspapers, and
in which statements were made to the
effect that he would resign, that he desired
a cabinet position carrying with it greater
honors and fewer burdens, and that the
demands of his private business were such
that he must leave public office.
Mr. Smith said:
"Whenever I have been asked the ques-

tion, and I have been asked it a good many
times, I have replied that I do not intend
to resign, and that at no time during my
service as Postmaster General have I had
such intention. If you wish to, you may
say again that I do not intend to resign."
Mr. Smith made this statement with quiet

emphasis.
"You will not say," Mr. Smith was asked,

"that you will not resign?"
"No," he answered. "No public man

could make a statement of that character
with confidence in its accuracy. We do
not know what the future holds in store
for us. I will say again, though, that I
do not intend to resign, that I perceive no
reason which would impel me to resign,
and that every one of these stories setting
forth that 1 contemplate tendering my
resignation is without foundation in fact."

0 a

WANT CHEAPER FOOD PRODUCTS.

Movement in Germany Against Higher
Tariff on American Grain.

While the German agrarians are viewing
with alarm the adoption of American food
products in the empire and are striving for
an increase in ~the tariff on American grain,
there is a strong feeling in favor of the
cheapening of food products throughout
Germany, according to a communication re-
ceived at the State Department from
United States Consul Harris at Mannheim.
As best describing this feeling the consul
quotes a petition Lirculating in Mannheim
against any increase of the tariff on grain.
It has the full approval of the Mannheim
press, the consul states, and is addressed
to the reichstag. Among other things it
states:
"The great predominating majority of

the German people, the millions of German
laborers, mechanics, office employes, mer-
[chants and husbandmen have the deepest
interest that the cost of the necessaries
of subsistence shall not be increased by a
measure which can profit only a small
number of well-to-do land proprietors and
must bring with it the great disadvantage
of enanering our export trade and tm-
pairing our commercial relations in other
lands."

NEW ARMY REGULATIONS.

Changes Made Necessary by Altered
Condition.

Col. Sanger, assistant secretary of war;
Col. George B. Davis of the judge advocate
general's department, and other officers in
the War Department, are preparing for the
use of the army a compilation of the army
regulations. Since the last revision of the
regulations many changes have been made
by orders and circulars of the War De-
partment, a number of them since troops
occupied distant territory. The old regu-
lations are not considered available for the
practical workc in the department. The
modifications made by the army reorganisa-
tion law will be made part of the new reg-
ulations. Mariy changes are necessary, on
account of the complete reorganization of
the artillery arm of the service.

Stock: Poisoning Plant.
There will be issued within a few days by

the division of botany. Department of Agri-
culture, a bulletin on "Stock Poisoning
Plants in Montana." This work is being
pr tedby authority of an act of Congress

==n tthe last session. It is said at the
Department of Agriculture that the book
will soon be available for diutribution.

Pes'sonal Menties
Mr. ad Mrs. DoomM C. Macr--m, the

latter the pato of the First Prsbteran
Church of this city, home gos t*M dvMe
to attent the Pueal ueet d-eMe BeLeods father, W. P. Porter, who died Mon-

AT THE WHITE HOUSE

Many Congressional Visitorn Received
Today,

FiR COhMlIOl SHORT A EIBER

The President's Coming Trip to

New England.

WEST VIRGINIA OFFICES

The number of congressional visitors to
the White House is dwindling each day,
showing that the statesmen are gradually
getting away from the city to their homes.
The list of callers today was smaller than
for some time, but even then was consid-
erable. among the senators being Culber-
son. Elkins, Scott, Lodge, Wetmore and
Mitchell of Oregon. Senator Mitchell paid
his first call on the President since election
by the Oregon legislature. He talked over
a few matters pertaining to appointments
in his state and referred to the President's
coming visit to the Pacific coast.
It is learned today that the President

still lacks one name of completing the St.
Louis exposition commission. The eight
men who have been selected, it may be
stated, are ex-Senators Carter, McBride,
Thurston and Lindsay, ex-Representatives
Allen of Mississippi and Glynn of New
York: Prof. Cyrus Northrop of Minnesota
and E. D. Scott of Arkansas. This arrange-
ment gives four republicans and four demo-
crats so far selected. The ninth man will
be a republican. The contest for this place
lies between F. A. Betts of Connecticut, C.
N. Miller of Indiana and another candidate.
There has never been any probability that
ex-Representative John Allen of Missis-
sippi would not be named on the commis-
sion. The President promised this appoint-
ment to members of the House before the
bill providing for the commission became a
law.
The appointment of E. D. Scott of Arkan-

sas will be made to oblige Senator Jones,
who has been pressing Mr. Scott's name.

The President's New England Trip.
Senator Lodge of Massachusetts saw the

President today with reference to the de-
tails of his New England trip in June next,
after his return from the Pacific coast.
The President expects to attend the class
day exercises at Wesleyan June '25 and
commencement exercises at Harvard the
following day. On Thursday of the same
week he will visit Concord and Lexington
as the guest of Senator Hoar. Saturday
and Sunday he will be the guest of Senator
McMillan of Michigan at Manchester-on-
the-Sea, and Monday he will spend at Na-
hant with Senator Lodge. Thence he will
be taken across the bay on a government
warship to Hingham, the home of Secre-
tary Long. In all it is expected that the
President's New England trip will cover
about ten days. Mrs. McKinley will ac-
company the President.
At Worcester the President will be enter-

tained by ex-Representative Walker. who
was a caller at the White House today.

West Virginia Appointments.
Senators Elkins and Scott, accompanied

by Maj. C. D. Elliott and other West Vir-
ginians, saw and discussed with the Pres-
ident a number of appointments in their
state. A new federal district was created
by the last Congress, providing a new
judge, marshal, district attorney and other
officers. Ex-Gov. Atkinson, the leading
candidate for judge to this time, is being
strongly fought on all sides, and there is
now said to be doubt of his appointment.
The President suggested to the two sena-
tors that they get together and recommend
the persons most suitable and desirable for
the places. He suggested that this be done
before he leaves for California, the last of
next month.
The appointments are about definitelydecided upon. John K. Thompson, the

present marshal of West Virginia, will be
appointed to the same position in the newdistrict. In the old district the marshal-ship will go to Major C. D. Elliott.
Representative Corliss of Michigan talkedwith the President about several mattersin his district. Mr. Corliss wants a placein the .regular army for Captain E. B.

Fenton, now in the commissary depart-ment of the army.
Calvin Chase had what was described as

a satisfactory conference with the Presi-
dent about a District matter.

Mr. Langley's Chances.
John W. Langley, appointment clerk of

the census bureau. had a conference with
the President today. Mr. Langley is backed
in the strongest manner for district attor-
ney of the new federal district of Ken-
tucky. In and out of his state influential
friends have urged the President to appoint
him. It is believed that Mr. Langley's ap-
pointment would be certain if Senator De-
hoe and Representative Boreing had not
indorsed Judge Tinaley for the position.
The fact that these two men are insisting
on Judge Tinsley's appointment is the only
thing that operates against Mr. Langley,
whose standing at the White House is of
the -highest. If Mr. Langley doesn't get
the district attorneyship he will be given
a position of honor in some other depart-
ment of the government when he desires
it. That is the earnest desire of a large
number of strong republicans, and is the
President's inclination.

MR. McKIM ACCEPTS.

Will Be a Member of the Park Corn-
mission.

Mr. Charles Meclim of McKimn, Mead &
White of New York has accepted his ap-
pointment as a member of the park com-
mission to devise a comprehensive system
of parks for the District of Columbia, and
will be ready to enter upon that work in
this city in a short time. Senator Mc-
Millan designated Mr. J. H. Burnham, the
leading architect of the world's fair at
Chicago, and Frederick Law Olmsted of
Boston as members of this commission,
with authority to select a third member.
A few days ago- they invited Mr. McKimto join them in their work, and the latter
has now accepted. Mr. McKim has a na-
tional reputation as an architect and will
add great strength to the commission.

Cadets to Sail on the Indiana.
The Navy Department has inaugurated an

entirely new policy by designating a first-
class battle ship, the Indiana, for the ser-
vice of the cadets at the United States Na-
val Academy. The Indiana is now at thePhiladelphia navy yard, where she is to be
put in shape for the cadets to go aboardher the latter part of May. Heretofore the
cadets have not had the advantage ofpractical experience upon the best vesselsof the navy, and the practical training atAnnapolis haa been confined to small train--ing shipg. With the Indiana, however, theemdets will have training en a of the
most modern type.

Movements et Naval Vessels.
The torpedo boat Winslow, whieh hasbaim undergeing -repairs to her forwareboile at the Delaware Bre~akwatw- ,

that point yesterddy for Norfolk, where she
wat go into reserve

Le~Sylph returned to Wa=Miigl's~-ngtfom Btiplr.The Leyden his ar-

GRAND RIVER ISING
Michigan Towns Alog s Course

Amein Dangr.

ROSE A FMOT SICR YETERDAY

That Much Additional Rise Will
Do Great Damage.

FACTORIES SHUT DOWN

GRAND RAPIDS. Mich., March 27.-The
Grand river is nearly a foot higher today
than it was yesterday, and is still rising.
A score more houses are cut off from land
by the waters, and the occupants are using
boats. Basements for several blocks back
on either side of the riverin the business
districts are flooded. The 16t of closed fac-
tories along the river is lengthening as the
water gradually reaches the fires. A raise
of another foot will do serio6s damage.
LOWELL. Mich., March' 2.-The dam

which furnished power for the mutilcipal
electric light plant, locatej eight miles
above here, on the Grand rivr., gave way
this morning, and when the .ood reaches
the dam just above the .village It will prob-
ably also go out. Citizens here are preparz
ing for great damage whdi the water
sweeps by the village. The Flat river,
which flows into the Grand *tAhis point, is
the highest ever known, and business firms
and families are moving off its adjacent
lowlands, which are being, flooded. The
Grand river is within seven inches of its
highest water mark.

Floods at St. Joseph, Mich.
ST. JOSEPH, Mich., March 27.-For the

second time this spring the kactory district
between this city and Benton Harbor is
flooded. The river, which is higher than
for many years,-continues to rise, and ap-
prehension is felt regarding the safety of
the bridges.
IONIA, Mich., March 27.-The high water

here is reaching the danger, point and is
steadily on the rise. It is neArly up to the
railroad bridges, which areJbeing carefully
watched.
Three dams along Maple-flver2have gene

out. The dam at Carson City went ifrst.
This carried the Hubbardst& deft. and the
water did $2,000 damage to the property of
residents in that village. The 'Matherton
dam was the third to go.. -All this water
has been making trouble hie. The water
is over the highway, both sIM of the upperbridge.

Floods in New Yok. '%so.
ROCHESTER, N. Y., March 27.-Rivers

and lesser streams in westgra and cen-
tral New York are greatlf sollen, and
considerable damage by overflows are re-
ported. A dispatch from Gqpesee says the
Genesee river at that point rose six feet
during the night and is s$il1 rising. The
flats are covered to the depiji of four to
five feet over the high Water mak. Great
damage has been done to fahners. Tribu-
taries to the streams throughout the val-
ley are rushing torrents and hourly swell
the volume of the Genesee,

I0-

DIPLOMACY WILL BE USED.

The Cruiser New York Ordered to Pro-
ceed.to Manila.

Secretary Long today cabled an order to
Admiral Rodgers, on board the New York
at Tangier, to proceed at once with that
vessel to Manila. This is an abandonment
of the plan to have the Neyr York convey
United States Consul Geieral Gummere
from Tangier to Mazagan inJ the attempt to
collect claims. It is the purpose of the
State Department to endeavor to adjust
these claims against Morocco and other
outstanding issues without any show of
force and in the ordinary ptactice of di-
plomacy.
It is said that the United States consul

general, who had conceived that obstacles
were purposely placed in the way of his
access to the court, has receIved assurances
that the actual reason for the departure of
the court from Morocco was to pay a long-
due visit to another section:of the country.It was also promised that the court would
return, within a month or six weeks, and
would receive Mr. GummerO, probably even
at Mazagan, thus obviating the necessity
on his part for an overland Journey to the
capital. In this view of the case, the New
York being badly needed In the east to take
the place of the Newark- as a flagship, it
was decided to let the vessel proceed at once
on her voyage.
Mr. Gummere will probably 'now enter into

fresh communication with the Moorish gov-
ernment to secure another appointment for
a meeting. Meanwhile a crisis has been
averted in that quarter of the globe. The
delay will probably make ne difference, pro-vided the necessary explabiations are af-
forded for the treatment of our consul and
provision be made fer settling the claims.
These are not very large iin the aggregate;
probably $60,000 will cover them all, or less
than half an indemnity that was summarily
collected by Germany a short time ago on
a precisely similar class of claims.

RECEIVED PROM~TH CONTROLLER.
The PoetAantParlients to the

Drigs-SeauryChapany.
The War Department has received from

the controller of the treasury the protest
filed in the Treasury Department against
any further payments being made to the
Driggs-Seabury Company onI account of
the alleged delayed deliswry of guns for
which that company hat-edMtwated. The
protest is made by Hopkgg &~Company,
attorneys of the American *)idhnee Com-
pany. Secretary. Root haandet 4taken thematter up for eosd as5m may notfor some time yet, as It la.Itllastion thatcan hardly be settled un anther pay-ment is due thae Dragulg4~mrp Company.

FIGHTING THU. g5AMEU.
Systemnatie Inspection -at, maila-In-,crease at Cape Toaa
Marine hospital service-slpori from Ma-

nila show for the week enit~February V
an increase of six cases and Sour deaths
from plague, four Filipinem- -no two Chi-
nese being the victims. Tb4 board of
health has the city <Ilvidal inui districts,
each district being insgested idaily. The
plague cases are thus'dise0oers&~early. The
reports state that reliable' Information of
every case of sicknesm ainong the Chinese
is secured through thd co-operation of the
Chinese themselves,
Passed Assistant SurL'on Thomas, atLondon, reports that~thqre has been afurther increase in tii mnber of plaucases at Cape Town. On Fe 25y thero:were twenty-one caq remsinipr under

treatment, and thee im~atotal of

TURK IN BAD PLIGHT
Abdul-Hamid Beset by Enemies on

Al Sides.

HM EIEQM is DEMD

Revolt in -Asia Minor Assumes
Dangerous Proportions.

OLD FRIENDS DESERT HIM

LONDON, March 27.-Advices received
here from Constantinople are to the effect
that affairs are rapidly reaching a dan-
gerous pass there.
Turkish finances are in inextricable con,

fusion. All government salaries are from
six to eight months in arrears. Upwards
of a million Turkish pounds are due for
war material, while the military expendi-
ture is daily increasing, In order to copewith the rebellion In the province of Ye-
men, in southern Arabia, and the possible
rising in Macedonia.
There is no doubt that the Ottoman troopsreceived a severe check at the hands of

the Arab insurgents, who, in a manifesto
denouncing the sultan, proclaimed his
brother, Mohammed-Reshad Effendi, to be
sultan, with the title of Mohammed V. The
young Turks party have adhered to the
Arabian proclamation, and the open en-
mity to Abdul-Hamid, the sultan, has
spread to the palace and the sultan's ad-
visers. Izzet Bey is said to be preparing
for flight. The patrols of Constantinople
have been doubled. Mohammedans and
Christians are arrested hourly, and large
numbers are daily shipped to Asia Minor.
The tension between Bulgarians and Mus-

sulmans in Macedonia is extreme. It is
reported that another band of marauders
has crossed Bulgaria into Macedonia.

WILL ASK IMMEDIATE TRIAL.

E. G. Rathbone's Attorneys Not Sare
of Getting New Bail.

HAVANA, March 27.-E. G. Rathbone,
for mer director general of posts in Cuba,
who is now out on ball under charges of
fraudulent practices and whose rearrest
has been ordered because his bondsman
refused to continue on his bond, will be
given an opportunity to secure another
bondsman before the order for his rear-
rest is carried out.
His attorneys are hopeful of getting new

ball, but the large amount required and the
difficulties experienced upon the last oc-
ca:ion that ball was obtained make the
result doubtful. In any event, the attor-
ncys will ask for an immediate trial.

CLAIMANT TO RICE ESTATE.

Muncie, Ind., Tailor Claims to Be a
Grandson.

BELLEFONTAINE, Ohio, March 27.-
Carl Carlson, a Muncie, Indiana, tailor, is
en route to New York, where it is stated he
will enter a formal claim to a share of the
estate left by Wm. Marsh Rice. Accord-
ing to Carlson's story, his mother sepa-
rated from her first husband and married
John H. Rice, only son of the dead million-
aire. Carlson claims he is Rice's son, and
was so recognized before Rice and his
mother died. although he has always borne
the name of his mother's first husband.

S..
MlNERS AND OPERATORS AGREE.

New Scale Goes Into Effect April 1 at
Massillon.

MASSILLON, Ohio, March 27.-The
miners and operators of this district reach-
ed an agreement today, and a new scale
will go into effect April 1. The operators
gained some alterations In the working
rules, but all changes, representing dollars
and cents, are In the miners' favor. The
most important are an advance of two
cents a car for slack, a reduction of ten
cents per keg In the price of powder, and
a reduction of ten cents per ton in the
price of house coal.

BALTIMORE CONFERENCE MEETS.

Opening Session at Hagerstown De-
voted to Preliminary Work.

Special Dispatch to The Erening Star.
HAGERSTOWN, Md., March 27.-the one

hundred and seventeenth annual session
of the Baltimore conference, Methodist
Episcopal Church, opened in St. Paul's
M. E. Church, Hagerstown, this morning
under auspicious circumstances. Bishop
Earl Cranston of Portland, Ore., is pre-
siding. The roll-call showed 100 ministers
present, but more arrived during the day.
and this afternoon there are about 200
ministers in the city.
The opening session was devoted almost

entirely to preliminary work, tlie appoint-
ment of committees, and so forth. Rev.
George F. Maydell of Washington was
elected secretary, but as illness will pre-
vent his attendance his place will be filled
by W. G. Herbert, first assistant secre-
tary of Baltimore.
In order to determine the exact age of

the Baltimore conference, which question
has been agitating Methodism for years, a
resolution was adopted directing Bishop
Cransten to appoint a committee to confer
with a similar committee from the Balti-
more annual conference of the H. E.
Church South. This joint committee will
make a thorough Investigation of the rec-
ords and report to the conference one year
hence.
At 2:30 o'clock this afternoon the anni-

versary of the Woman's Home Missionary
Society was celebrated. Rev. Dr. J. We.-
iey Hill of Harrisburg delivered the prin-
cipal address.

WILL NOT MARRY A CATHOLIC.

Crown Prince Friedrich Wilhelmn's
Matrinontal Intentions.

BERLIN, March 27.--The Cologne Gazette
says regarding the rumors that the Crown
Prince Friedrich Wilhelm intends to marry
an Austrian princess, that the Gazette is
relialgy informed that the crown prince
will, in no circumstances, marry a Cath-
olic, but either a German or an English
princess.

BIlTER WEATHER IN EUROPE.
Snow in Streets of Paris..Cold Pre-

~vails Generaily.
LONDON, March 27.--The weather in

Europe continues as bitter as ever.' There
is frost and snow everywhere. Seven to
ten degrees of frost were registered in the
London suburbs early this morning. There
is considerable thickness of ice on the
lakes.
Heavy snow storms have swept over

northern France, and there are several
ipches of snow in the streets of Paris.
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IN FAVOR OF FREE CUBA

REPRESENTATIVE STEVENS' IM-
PRESSIONS ON HIS RECENT TRIP.

Oppesed to the Establisbmeut of a

Protectorate and to

Amexatio.

Representative Frederick G. Stevens of
Minnesota, a member of the committee on
military affairs, has just returned from a
trip to Porto Rico and Cuba, his visit hav-
ing been of longer duration than the other
members of the party which left New
York March 6. Mr. Stevens takes a some-
what different view from the majority of
representatives who have visited the
islands. In his opinion nothing les than
"Cuba Libre" will solve the problem of
dealing with that island. Mr. Stevens says
that the commercial conditions which
must be established between Cuba and the
United States will eventually make the
establishment of an American protectorate
or annexation Impossible and altogether
out of the question.
"Cuba," said Mr. Stevens, "can produce

four-fifths of the sugar consumed by the
United States. With. the wonderful re-
sources of the island for growing cane, and
the introduction of modern machinery for
its manufacture into sugar, it will not be
very long befoare the production of that
commodity will be attracting the attention
of the world. I saw enough to satisfy me
that the undeveloped resources of Cuba in
the production of sugar and tobacco are
attracting capital, and already hundreds
of new plantations are being worked, and
new appliances for the manufacture of
sugar are being shipped daily to the cities
of the island.
"Those people can produce sugar at little

more than one-half the cost that the
American beet sugar can be produced, and
at a great deal less than- the cane sugar of
our southern states can be manufactured.
The beet sugar industry of our country is
already attaining very substantial propor-
tions. I have just been looking over the
special census bulletin prepared on that
subject, and was surprised to find how ex-
tensive this industry has become during
the last few years.
Menace to Our Beet Sugar Industry.
"Now, if our friends who believe that

annexation must be the outcome will con-
sider this matter of sugar alone, to say
nothing of tobacco, I am certain they will
see the difficulties we would rtn into by
placing a protecting arm around these trop-
ical industries. Cuba can produce sugar
enough to supply the United States and the
output this year will be upward of one
million tons. Suppose the annexation or
the protectorate policy prevails, where
would this leave the beet sugar of the north
and the cane sugar industry of the south?
"But let us go a little further. Ilow

would it affect our trade with Germany in
the event this country absorbs the sugar
production of Cuba? We are now a heavy
purchaser of German sugar. Would not
that country retaliate quickly against our
western farm products, our four, our
meats, our fruits and many other commod-
ities? We must place the same responsi-
bilities on the Cubans that we have upon
the Porto Ricans.
"I found by careful inquiry that the busi-

ness element of Cuba, the shrewd, calcu-
lating fellows who see fortunes ahead in
sugar and tobacco, do not really want frp
and Independent Cuba, although on the sur-
face they profess to be very sttong!y in
favor of it. But I observed that they qual-ity all of their statements with the univer-
sal demand of 'commercial reciprucity' be-
tween Uncle Sam and Cuba.

Want American Markets.
"We should place the responsibility upon

them of local government, as embodied in
the Platt amendment, with possibly some
modifications. The situation I will admit
13 a peculiar one. rhe business and com-
mercial interests are looking to us to deal
very liberally with the natives-the labor-
ing and peasant classes-and at the same
time open up our markets to the compe-tition of labor worth less than balf of what
is paid in the United States, and to placesome of our growing industries in opencompetition with those where nature deals
with a liberal if not a most lavish hand.
"Of course there would be turmoil and

trouble at first under a home government.
But every nation has Its ups and downs.
Our own country went through many vi-
cissitudes. I took pains to study conditionsin Porto Rico and Cuba and make a com-
parison. The one is.a country where the
responsibility of governnent has been
placed on the people; the other where the
military rule is still dominant. We mayhave been a little hasty in establishingcivil government in Porto Rico, but in the
end it is certain to become popular, and
the people will be prosperous and content-ed." Regarding the Cubans he said:"I believe the Platt amendment will be
accepted. If given peace for twenty years,the richness of that country will be won-derful. The Van Horn railroad syndicate is
spending millions there now, and is taking
chances on the future of the island. On thewhole our trip was one of the most inter-esting that I haye ever taken, and my only
regret Is that owing to the quarantine reg-ulations our party had! to leave too soon."

N~aval and Militaay Exhibltten.
The Department of State baa received a

prospectus of the naval and military exs-
hibition to be opened at the Crystal Palace,
Sydenham, May 2, comprisIng exhibits in
connection with the transport and equip-
ment of the army and navy, progress in
naval architecture in its application to pur'-
poses of national defense and coonnerce,etc. Those interested are invited to ex-
hibit. The exhibition will remain open five
months.

Armay Orders.
Captain George L. Hicks, Jr., sistant

surgeon, recentiy promoted, has been as-
signed to the 88th Volunteer Infantry.
Lieutenant Colonel E. D. Dinuntck, 3d

Cavalry, has been granted leave of absence
for one month,
Major S. 0. Beasley, surgeon, United

States volunteers, and Captain J. C. Reif-
snyder, assistant surgeon, United States
volunteers, recently appointed, have beenordered 4to San Francisco for assignment

to duty in the Philippines,

Assistant Surgeon C. JT. Bartlett haa been

relieved from further duty in the Depart-

ment of Alaskra and ordered to San Fran-

cisco. -

Prof. C. F. Chandler Desigmated.
Mr. St. Clair McKelway of Brooklyn has

declined the tender of a place on the board

of visitors of the United States naval ob-
servatory, and Secretary Long has desig-

nated for the place Prof. Charles F, Chand-

ler of Columbia University, New York, who
has accepted.

Will Address the Middlemen Club.
Assistant Secretary of the Navy Hacest

and Rear Admeiral Robley D. 1Cvan left
Washingrton today for Betn, where they

will both address the Madlinmx Club at a

banquet tomorrow night.
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MR. COOPER ON CUBA
Result of His Obsem tions on the

bland.

IoS BE FREE FOR A-I

Feeling of Business Men on the
Subject

GEN. WOOD'S GOOD WOR1

Representative Cooper of Wisconsin, whowas chairman of the House committee oiInsular affairs in the last Congress, andundoubtedly will resume that position inthe next Congres., has returned from a tripto Cuba which he undertook to investigatefor himself the conditions existing in theisland. The committee on insular affairswill have jurisdiction of legislation in theHouse relating to Cuba, and Mr. Cooper, asthe prospective chairman, desires to have
personal acquaintance with the situation.
In an interview with a Star reported to-

day Mr. Cooper announed his belief that
the prophecies of trouble and insurrectionin Cuba will prove groundless; that the
Platt amendment will finally be accepted:that American occupation of the island
should be continued for awhile, and that
the Cuban republic is Inevitable.
Will Aeeept the Platt Annendment.
"The Cuban constitutional convention.

will. I believe, accept the Platt amend-
ment." he said. "It Is my Impression that
the objection to it Is quite as much to the
manner and form of its presentation to
them as to the substance. I was assured,
several times, by those In a position toknow the sentiments of the members of the
convention, that if a committee of the con-
vention had been invited to come to Wash-ington for the purpose of conferring withPresident McKinley and his cabinet every-thing of importance in the amendment
might have been secured through negotia-tion. They declared that the present pro-ceeding was too abrupt and evinced too
little of courteous regard to their feelings.However, I think that the slight sense of
Irritation thus aroused is rapidly passing
away. and that in due time the Platt
amendment will be accepted.
"While I believe that the Cuban repub-

lic must come, the highest welfare of the
island will be subserved by a little longer
delay and a little more experience in ad-
ministering the various local governments
as well as opportunity for the expiring
embers of passion engendered by the war
to die.

"In Cuba, prompt acquiescence in the will
of the majority constitutionally expressed,
a written constitution with a court to in-
terpret it and whose adjudications must
be accepted as authoritative, are In practice
unknown, although they are vitally essen-
tial to the stability of the coming repub-
Ila.
"I appreciate the Cubans' desire for self-

government, but as a sincere friend of that
long-suffering people I would advise them
not to enter upon that great experiment
with too precipitate haste.

Facts of the Sitmatio.
*During the eight days I was in Cuba I

endeavored, as far as practicable, t0 get
at the facts of the situation, and to that
end visited as many places and met as
many people, in and out of Havana, as
possible. I went to the wharves, to shops,
cafes, stores and business offices, and con-
versed with merchants, workingmen, insur-
ance agents, bankers, lawyers and sugar
planters, with Cubans and Spaniards, men
and women, with United States army offl-
cers, with civilians from the United States
residing in the island. and with some of
the members of the constitutional conven-
tion. The experience was interesting and
Instructive.
"I have never seen a more quiet com-

munity, nor one apparently more iwaceful
and law-abiding. During my travels-an4
they were quite constant, day and night-
I did not observe a single instance of even
the slightest dfunkenness or disorder. The
people everywhere were most hospitable
and kind. The Spaniards, I am sure, are
all annexationists. But, unquestionably.
the Cubans, with practical, though not en-
tire, unanimity, are for 'Cuba LIAbM*
They have a pride of nationality, a feel-
ing that they want to try the experiment
of self-government. and to establish the
republic of Cuba.
"This feeling was forcibly expressed to

me one evening by a Cuban whom I visited
at his odices, which, by the way, were
handsome, with everything systematiaed
to the last detail. He is a highly-educaed
man, very successful in business, a gradu-
ate of one of the leading universities of
the United States, an admirer of our in-
stitutions, with sympathies all strongly
pro-American. During our conversation IL
said that. In my opinion, Cuba would be
vastly more happy and proeperous annexed
to the United States than she could be it
Independent.

-Want Ouha Free for Awhile.
"He replied that he had, himself, long'

entertained the same belief, that he stil
entertained it, 'but,' he added, 'I want to
see Cuba free at least for awhile, just to
show the world that we are civilised beings
and not all bandits, ingrates, thieves and
scoundrels, generally, as is alleged by
some of our defamer..' He then spoke with
much feling- of the indiscriminate abuse
heaped upon the Cubans by certain news-
papers and individuals outside of Cuba.
"I heard a similar complaint repeated

many times by men who are, at heart, an-
nexationists. And this .has led me to
believe that while anon=aon will come
some day, yet that it has been sensibly
delayed by the unwise, conteemptuous, an-
ger-provoking abuse of which these Cubans
compalained. There is another thing which

has interfered with the ianmediate succesm
of the annexation s.etment. It was
brought to an attention in a way quite

"I was at the house of a Cuban family.
the mother of which, as also one of her
dones, was educated In the United States.
During the visit I remarked that the ad-
ministration of President McKinley and
the people of the United States

generally, felt very kindly toward thue

Cubans, and that I was sure that the
American ociaia who had been sent to
the island were anxious only to help the
Cuban people. Thae old lady smiled,.. and
sid, with gentle suavity: 'Neely, Rath-
bone.' Innocent or guilty, there is no de--
nyang the Injury done American prestige
and influence, and the causne of annexation
itself, by the miserable Neely-Rathbone
epheode. Every day I heard it referred to.
We were in Cuba as the champnions of free-
dom, to sucor the oppressed. and to set
before thema a noble example of honest,
high-mninded civil aministration.
"Suddenly, to the mind of the average

Cuban-end that means of the great meas
of the pepu..tina-We were revealed a
simple grabbers after money, emnbesslers,
tipasury lsoters, who, with the Spaniard's
oppottty, would da jut~ what theeSan
lamd had dame. Of course, thas eneal

tien was t esed, amnd ft did us a very

graut wa eudy natal
tbemade.
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